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REMITIDO 

Estimados delegados al VI 
Congreso de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Sobre la prevención del delito 
y el tratamiento del delincuen• 
te: 

Nosotros. Grupo Entendido y Grupo Unido 
de Entendidos lntegracionistas (GUEI). en nom­
bre de la comunidad homosexual de Venezuela. 
nos dirigimos a ustedes para llamar la atención 
sobre la reiterada e indiscriminada violación de 
los derechos humanos de los homosexuales en 
nuestro pals. 

A pesar de que la homosexualidad no está ti-
pilleada como delito en nuestras leyes penales. la 
represión policial es constante e injustificada: 

a) El mero hecho de ser homosexual puede 
ser. por si solo. motivación de detención y arres.­
to 

b) Los cuerpos policiales atropellan arbitra-
riamente irrumpiendo violentamente en lugares 
de reunión de nuestra comunidad (bares. restau­
rantes. discotecas. etc.) 

e) Esta represión es constantemente utiliza­
da por los medios de comunicación socia l para 
desprestigiar. ridiculizar y denigrar al homose­
xual. 

Anticipándonos a un documento que for­
malmente entregaremos a ustedes. ex igimos 
sean respetados los principios básicos constitu­
ciona les de libertad individual de reunión. libre 
tránsito y de expresión y la no discriminación 
fundamentada en ·la- orientación sexual. sola­
mente. 

Respetuosamente. 

Grupo Entendido 
Grupo Unido de Entendidos lntegracionistas 

(GUEI) 

To the delegates of the VI 
United Nations Congress 
on the prevention of crime 
and the treatment of offenders: 

We. the Grupo Entendido and lhe Grupo Uni­
do de Entend idos lntegracionistas (GUEI). on be­
hnl f of Venezueia·s homosexual community. ap­
pel to you 111 order to ca ll attention to the re1tera­
t1ve and indiscnmina te violation o! homosexua l 
humnn nghts in our country. 

Even l11ougl1 homosexual1ty is not a cnrne 
under ou t penal laws. police repressIon is cons­
lan t and in¡ust,fied: 

a) The mere fact of being a homosexual can. 
by itself. be mot,vatIon for delention and arres!. 
. b) Pohce groups persecule arbitrarily by 
1rruptIng v,olently 1t1 our comrnunity's gathenng 
places (bars. restaurants. discotheques). 

,e) This lorm of repression is constantly used 
by the communications media in order to demo­
ralt ze. rid1cu le and denigrate the homosexual. 

In anticipation to a docurnent wh1ch will be 
formally presented to you. we demand that the 
basic constit ucional principies of freedom of reu­
nion. free transit and -freedom of expressIon. as 
well as ll1e freedom from persecut,on based so­
lely on sexual orientation. be respected. 

Respectfully. 

Grupo Entend ido 
Grupo Urndo de Entendidos lntegracionistas 
._ (GUEI) 

Caracas. Septiembre 1° 1980 
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Miércoles 1 6 de diciembre de 198 1 

G ~~ 

COMUNICADO DEL GRUPO ENTENDIDO A LA 
COMUNIDAD 

DESPIDO INJUSTIFICADO 
El día 7-12-81 fue despedido sin causa justificada de los Institutos Educacionales 

Asociados . el ciudadano Adán Lira, C. de l. Nº 4.552 .884, estudiante del octavo 
semestre de Idiomas Modernos en la u.e.V, miembro activista del Grupo Entendido 
y quien desempeñaba el cargo de profesor de inglés de los primeros años A. By C en 
la Institución arriba mencionada . 

Una vez más en la historia de nuestra sociedad, se co rnete una acción injusta en 
contra de una persona homosexual. 

Una vez más un hecho tan humano como es el deseo homoerótlco es rechazado 
por el grupo social dominante " Normal" . 

Una vez más la norma sexual burguesa niega la interacción posible entre la 
homosexualidad y la heterosexualidad conscientes y desprejuiciadas. 

Una vez más los juicios axiomáticos de esta sociedad, su carga homofóbica, 
pretenden destruir a un ser humano por su opción sexual tan válida como la otra u 
otras . 

Este despido cuya causa real no fue expuesta legalmente (la causa real de este 
despido llamado injustificado fue la participación del ciudadano Adán Lira en una 
conferencia " La Homosexualidad y la Homofobia" dictada en la Sala Ocre 24-·t 1-81 ) 
sólo demuestra el estado de atraso , de inmadurez en que se encuentra nuestro medio 
social. El desprecio, el temor, el odio implícitos en esta acción , muestran al 
verdadero problema a la verdadera enfermedad: La Homofobia existente en cada uno 
de nosotros. 

¿Hasta cuándo seguiremos viviendo en la mentira, en la hipocresía que pretenden 
mantener oculta una realidad tan humana como cualquier otra? ¿Cuándo seremos 
capaces de reconocernos como lo que somos? Seres humanos con gustos , deseos, 
preferencias y actitudes distintas. ¿Cuándo podrá verse el hombre, tal cual es sin 
avergonzarse de sí mismo? ¿Cuándo dejaremos de negarnos los unos a los otros? 

Ante la impotencia que siente el Grupo Entendido frente a si tuaciones como éstas, 
hemos decidido hacer del conocimiento público esta realidad cotidiana del ser 
homosexual , quien a menudo es atacado injustamente y si se quiere, inhumana­
mente por la colectividad . 

En nombre de todos aquellos homosexuales y lesbianas quienes son víctimas de 
tales situaciones, hacemos esta denuncia públíca para que se tome conciencia de 
esas actitudes segregacionistas que están destruyendo valores humanos tan mara­
villosos como lo son: EL AMOR , LA AFECTIVIDAD y LA SEXUALIDAD. 

GRUPO ENTENDIDO 
Edgar Carrasco 
C. de l. Nº 3.888.337 

Erasmo Colón 
C. de l. Nº 5.965.182 

Wilmer Guédez 
C. de l. Nº 4.352.967 

í • ·., Lira 
. l. Nº 4.552.884 
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LOS SEXOS 1 
1 

LOS GAYS 
se lanzan con una revista en Caracas 

EN FORMA NADA SUBREPTICIA ha estado circulando - espcciahncnte duran• 
te los eventos del Festival Internacional de Teatro- lo que se anuncia como N'' 5 
de In Revista "Entendido", autodcfinida como " una publicación para gente guéi 
(sic), al ·precio de venta de cinco bolh-arcs, y que reconoce como editores a Edgar 
Carrasco, Julio V engoechea y Miguel Lorcnw. Tiene algunas ilustraciones tipo 
"Pent•House' ' o "Playboy", pero con modelos de anatomía masculina, desplega­
das a página y doble página, amén de secciones que abogan por lemas como "por 
un nuevo espacio para la liberación de nuestras costumbres". 

"Entend.ido" ofrece igualmente es• 
pacios publicitarios a 600 bolívares la ~ ~ 
página e inserta , acaso como muestra ..;.~J!:¡:P' 
definitoria, anuncios del Bar Tolo, en 
Sabana Grande. que " te invita a pasar 
una noche diferente" , y de la boutique 
Bello coton. en el CCC Tamanaco. de 
Margarita Zingg y Hernán Suárez, que 
luce una sugerente foto de mujer con 
corbata. También ofrece "Clasifica­
dos" a módico precio para buscar 
apartamento y compañero de aparta­
mento. con la advertencia de que serán 
rechazadas las redacciones estimadas 
"denigrantes". La perspectiva de los 
editores parece ser la formación de 
una copiosa fuente de financiamiento. 
"Entendido" está impresa en off-set, 
con mucho mayor nitidez que 
' 'Sép Día" . 

Las 30 páginas de la diferente revista 
presentan un amplio abanico de infor­
maciones y posibilidades, desde el lla­
mado de las organizaciones lesbianas 
norteamericanas a boicotear la pelícu­
la "Windows" y la calificación de "de­
sinformación y ligereza" atribuidas a 
una crónica de " Séptimo Día" ("Crui­
sing en Caraca<i", 8.2 .81), hasta el co­
mentarlo sobre un bailo turco muy 
concurrido y la reseña de una autobio­
grafia de Jean Gente. "donde nos invi­
ta a un laberíntico recorrido por sus 
cárceles. entre sus amantes, con el an­
helo del amor y el orgasmo de la muer­
te". 

PORTADA: Número 5 de la revisto 
bimoniual do los "Gays " venorolonos. 
Anleriormonte editado on multígralo, 
hoy en off-se ,. 

También ofrece en su úlúma página 
"asesoría legal" a cargo del abogado 
Edgar Carrasco y los servicios de una 
llamada "Sociedad Venezolana de Pro­
tección e Información Ciudadana" . 
Entre los colaboradores en la redac­
ción de "Entendido" se menciona a 
Javier Vida! , a cargo de las informacio­
nes culturales del Canal 2, y a Marco 
Antonio Ettedgui, de "El Universal" . 



• 

• 

EL DIARIO DE CARACAS 

Viernes 26 de febrero de 1982 

Futuros periodistas hacen cine 

"Entendido'': 11Jllíl. o émñco 
filme en Ila Cin.emateca 

Edgard Carrasco y Rodolfo Graziano en una escena ele 
Entendido. 

Entendido: un acercamiento 
a la homoS('.xual.icla<I . El primer 
film e no co merc ial qu e se 
realiza en Venezuela sobre esa 
conducta sexual. será estre­
nado el lunes 8 de marLO, a las 
ocho de In noche. en la Cinc­
matcca N acional. 

La película, que es a color y 
tiene una du rac ión de 22 mi­
nut os , fue produc id a por 
Emma T oro, María A . Hcr­
nándcz. Marta Yadira. Gen~ 
nc y Ca rra squel y Rodolfo 
Graziano como un trabajo final 
para la cátedra de Cine IV en la 
Escuela de Comunicación So­
cial de la Universidad Cen1r.il 
de V cnczucla. 

Explica Maria Yadira que el 
con ome1rajc está compuesto 
de una serie ele .:n1revistas a 
personas que int egran el co­
lecti vo caraqu eño " Enten­
dido' ·, el cual propugna por la 
reivindicación social y j urídica 
de la min or ías sexual es. 
··Nue ira película es, hasta 
ahora, la prim.:ra que se hace 
en el país sobre rnn comentado 
tópico de la conducta ,e.xual . 
Nuestra in tención es presentar 
a la comunidad las opiniones. 
sin ninguna manipulación. de 
un puñado de personas que 
defienden sus derechos, sin 
pretender violentar los dere­
chos de los demás .. . 
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El Nacional - Jueves 4 de Marw de t 982 

Cámara len~a 
Rodolfo lza.guirre 

Entendido 
Un acercomíento 

a la homosexualidad 
Los prejuici s y ofuscamientos qu e, en tomo a la 

homosei<Ualidad. agobiaban a los venezolanos parercn 
estar ced iendo ante el paso decisivo y amplio d<' la~ Ji. 
bert ilddes ind ívidu~les . El vc-nezolano comien?.a a en• 
tender que todo lo que se ha dicho en relación a la ho­
mosexualidnd: vici6, degenerac ión, enfe rmedad y mu­
chas otras absurdidades no dejan de ser mt\s quC: ridí ­
cul as patra i'l as; constrei'l imientos morale,; li mitación a 
la libe1t ad personal y una ofensa. Se entie:icle hoy que In 
homosexualidad es una oprión se:,-:ual y ~e entiende 
ta mbién que la conducta sexual nnda tiene que ve r con 
la dign idad de las pe rsonas. Para nuestra sociedad, to­
davla a lomo entre un 3grf'ste n1ral ismo y nuevas ior ­
mas de moderna civilizac ión. e l asunto de la homose­
xualidad cont inúa siendo, no obstante, para muchos un 
problema que a•,crgüenz,l y sobre el cual no se habla 
mucho ni se discute públicamen te. Se calla. Se prefi N e 
ocultar . 

.Pa ra el cine venezolano el tema de la homosexuali ­
dad jamils había sido tra tado y en los raros momentos 
en que, dentro de la tra ma de un detenni nado film, ha 
sur(l ido un homosexual generalmente es pan hacer de 
él motivo de burla y escarnio: en El Pez que Fumo o en 
Canción Mansa ... Pero no ex iste una pelicu!¡i de ficción 
sobre el homosexual. Tampoco existía un documenta.! 
hasta que Rodolfo Graziano y un grupo de alumnos d la 
cátedra de cine en la Escuela de Comunicación Social de 
la UCV (Emma Toro, Mart a Yadira, Genney Carrnsquel 
y Maria Hem ández) decidieron emprender la reali7.a­
ción de un cortometraje de 22 minutos ti tulados Enten­
d ido: un acercamiento a la homosexualidad; una serie 
de entrevistas a algunos de los integrantes del grupo 
Entendido que en el pais propugna el derecho a la ho­
mosexualidad. 

El mérito de este fi lm es el de ser el primero en 
abordar el tema. Pero más que un film resuelto el puede 
servir como apunte o punto de part ida para un desarro­
llo mucho más trascendente. Las entrevistas (sobre pre­
guntas a veces pueriies y respuestas a veces confusas) 
se sur.eden una a otra sin ni ngún trabajo o elaboración • 
cinematográficos que aireen el di scurso o que permitan 
al espectador las referencias externas: lugares , sitios de 
reunión, bares o lo que fuese, a fin de ubicar o insertar 
el problema planteado deniro de un contexto determi­
nado. Por ejemplo, la primera entrevista con Edgar Ca­
rrasco uno de los dirigentes del Grupo Entendido tiene 
lugar en el Stadium, pero esta locación nada significa 
dentro del film. ¿Se elige el campo deportivo porque es 
terreno propicio al homosexualismo o por mero azar o 
capricho de los cineastas? De ser así, habrían podido co­
locar In cámara irente al Congreso Nacional o cerca de 
una parada de autobús o en no importa cual lugar con­
currido y solitario. La pelicula no está suficientemente 
resuelta y le falta más audacia pero perinite una serie de 
renexiones que incitan a la polfmica. Es lo que va a ocu­
rrir seguramente cuando sea proyectada el lunes 8 de 
marro en la Cinemate.:a N~clonaL 
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Ext ... iiada la aru 
• ' ' ' .,;. ' 

por_ el corte a ·Su- .. ;.. .. _ .. . ( 
Aparenteme disposición partió de un su Ó del capal S, l ue . ' 
decidió sacar airé el programa cuando só ban veipte mitu;. 
tos para que luyera. Actualmente se ad un~ ipvest_lga~ól) _ 
para d~te las responsabilidades deJ. a ~i;lltJ.~~~ ld~l, • 
e~racio envi.ó -c~niP:rucudo a la dircc~N:a aijlf) ·~1,1_:~,i~_;,', • 1 

ClOU. • ;>. r ~~ .. ~-~:·' f : : j 
Numerosas lla, en.11,0 : ~et9.;N\lf:ii-lq :~ :- : .. 

• cibié nyer-AÚrom ló ~ur.o,~ ;: 9~é '\~~ · , 
con motivo del s rprcsivo, , fi bJ'?":~ ,q~e. c~7 ·pr,o¼ 1; 1 "cort~• :'.11,c qu«t fue • ·' 1,, a; q¡¡e ,trataba el ~.r<>' · , 

l su· progmma el m ¡n_a ct¡,,ifa i drog~•.c\i !Ye',,,- ¡ 
sudo . Consultad\ uela, ' cstuba pautado : 
pecto scl\Íl.16 ene ntrurso 11 o~hp dfa« mú,¡tllflc -e ·' 
"muy extrañada'. • por lo xp)ic¡'.~1 ~(110,,,°:lf ~~ :1{_~- -;_ : 
qµe calificó de.u disposi- _ ó a'111a,;,!.l!r"'y-sl)¡;a fil ·~! 
ción que '"vn en d frimi:nto • 11ri1eáyoi•:. ~~ Üé'· Ql'Í~ 
<te fa imagen ciil 2 nal

1
y·de ' f. e_ll·p!ict):~eiifü: .J:if • 

hi'audicnciii erige eral" .. ·_ O\ hv mcd1dn,¡~CÚ ndo , 
El m,i~strn de Jusu"ci,i, q f;ilt¡1b~i, '. f éiotif:'n1¡pµ . . 

Rein~do Chalab ~ ~~~ ' Jln.i:"- iás1;¡Ig,!:'.f l\l•!{'~f • 
1 11- través de su SFcretllno ni) Virgi¡¡fü1t~oijle_s, Jc;f~,; 

_l)!ivado, fue uo¡:, dc'· la,s , oducéi • 'ene '" , ·.-:· 
- P.!!fSORIIS:·QUe _en ora; del 
. q!~qip_gf~<!~ a,y.er Pl\SO ei, • 

~ór,i_~<;_q :c1·1y- !'q : n~~i~_a' _ ._ 
• penod1s~1 ;J! .. . - l\~_~fes- Aurora Martínez ~s ; 
t~rle su ~orprcsw r-:1,.me• un -corte. • :··: · , 
d1da. En tal sen Aurora __________ u 
Mllr(ín~~- dirigi9 -~na • ~q- l_~--p isP.!)Sición , apa~~ /1 Q f1fü;iaJ'. 
t11umcac19i:i a la duechva •il~}'ente em~nada d.~·:p ,~\'.: -•: '•.:. 
1el canal _~J.~~n~ .P:º!ésta ,persopa sub;iltem;i ,{:'.':' . ,.,i'\ , :: : ~:i;_, 
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;\1t.:.c,,r; 7 de mayo d e 1983 "E L M IJ N D O"· 

Óesde París: 

Denuncien o la "Metro" Por los etropellos y 
oxigon respoto a sus derechos. 

POR OMAR ZA V ARCE P. 
,os homosexuales orgnnl~odo1, de todo rl mundo1 se han de• 
·ndo en guerra contrn la Policlft Met rop-0lho.ua ne Vcnciue­
por " la ,;lolaclón de 101 derecho, con , tltuclonalea del cluun­
o homo-exual". segón la Comb lón l..~ttnoamcricann del Co­
c d' Urgcnce Antlreprttlón ffom01Jexoelle, con aedc en Pe• 

u•tavo A. Plolller y JAn Poul Palllqoen (dr1de Pnria) y el 
Lui s ll .B. Moll (du de Da Bnb(n (Bro , U) ,e dirigen al Pre­

·nte Luis Herrera, ol Fhcol Pedro J . Mnntelllnl, al Mlnl!tro 
,clll cr y a los respec1tv01 Emhnjadoren vcnttolnnos , ynra 
,entnr los protes ta• de los " Grapo, Goy!' contra la Po lela 
1ropolltana de Vent'tuela por lao con11J!nles •·redsdoa" en In 
·nlda Cnsanova, Avenldn Solano y otra, Rrteriaa de Cnrncaa, 
de •e penlgue _lnclcm_cotemenlc a 101 ciudadano• bomoae-
lrs . ·• 
pelnn a la Oeclornclón Unlvenal de Dercch01 Humanos y al 
·to Internacional de Oereehoa Clvlltt y Pollllco,i pnrn exigir 
:oblerno de Venezuela que ttae la represión contrn los gru­
" Gny" , Citan, como ejemplo, 101 ea101 de Ed~nr CorrnMco, 

• Alvnret y Adán Uro, detenld011 en "redada,• y " vejados' ' 
la Polkla Metropollta1111 en Cotlia , 

.ecloman "la libertad 1u:11o.l y el derecho a tener "vidas prl­
u 1

11
• 

,n un« revista, editada ea Canea• (que ya va por el No. 7) 
homose,cuales de V cneioela, denuncian que hay una pene­
Ión declarada contra ell°'- mlenmu_ que "101 nrdaderos 
ni11ales nndan libres" , pese a que se gu tan poderoso reNr• 
en simulaciones de batld01 contra ellOI, Acu1&11 a lo PM de 

!ar los ar1lculo1 60,81, 114 y 71 de la Cou1tltuclón y de usar a 
homo,exualea como "chlvoo explatorl01" . 
:1 Comité Vene1olano de Oefenr.a del ciudadano homosexual 
a Ofi cina Latinoamericana Coordinadora de Paris, rstlln 
,nclando la 1olldarldad de movlmlen101 slmnlares de lodo• 
pnl;es de Europa y Am~riea en contra del atropello C9nstan• 
le la Pollcla Metropolitana contra lo, grupos "gay," y en tal 
1ldo van a ejercer pretll>n mundial pera que ae condene 101 
iodos de reprulón ~ue 1e emple1111 en Caracu. 
.n slntuls los "gays • organb.ado1 en Europa y Am~rica La­
,, le declaran la gue!'l'a. la PM y exigen "respeto I IUI ICtl• 
adu y a 1n vidu prtvadu". 
o enria al Pruidenle Ltit1 Hernra, en la stgalente : 

Parla, !a de enero de 1183 
. Pret ldente de la Rep!lbllca 
, Luis HERRERA CAMPfNS 
ESIOENTE DE LA REPUBUCA 
ltACAS, VENEZUELA 
,·eln,cla : • 
on horror Mm01 recibido noticia de operaclonet efectuadas 
la Pollcla Metropollllna de Carac11 el puado %8 de aovlem• 
de 198!, en un conocido bar de la Av. Solano en Sabana Gran• 
r.ontra la comunidad bom01erual, violando de uta manera 
11rllculos 60,Sl,114 y 71 de la Conttltaclón Naclono.l, que con­
ran la llbfrtad y la seprld1d 1oclal; la NO dl1crlmlnaclón 
rata, credo o condlclóD 10Clal; el libre tr,01110 y el derecho 

reun ión pública o privada tt1peetlvamen1e. Reclblmo1 tam• 
, 1• informnclón de que 11 prenu ba dlstonlonado la lnlor­
clón al rleclarar que se babia elecmdo la lncautacl6n de au1-
c1~ , utup<:faclenle y ln captura de dellncuenleo, cota• ■m• 

Revida de 01 homot.e1uo u 

• boa totalmente tala,. 
En e.ta carta protutamOI eaérflcamente contra la violación 

de los Derechos Humaoo1 de los bomo1uualea en Vennuelu. 
E! te represión significa ;;¡¡ :iólv la violación de ia [ieclaración 
Unlve_rsal de 101 Derechos HumallOft , sino tambl~n del Pacto !n­
lernaclonal de Derechos Clvllt1 y polltlcoa y de la Convención 
Americana de Derechos Humano, o Pacto de San José , los tre1 
aprobados con la partlelpnclón - e Veneiueln . En ellos ae C9ffl· 
prometln el Estado Venuolano a tt1petar loa Derechos Huma­
nos y reconoda que e11101 Derechos ae extienden a "toda perso­
na 110 dlulnclón de rau, credo , 1e10, condición social , etc. " y 
que nadie será objeto de Ingerencias en II vida privada." 

Esperando del Gobierno venezolano del cual esperAmo1 tanto 
se comprometa de una manera mli1 rtal por el respeto de l01 
Derechot Human01 no, deape<llmos y que ,a Excelencia se en­
cuen_tre de nuestro lado en la lucha por un mundo més humano. 

Atte, 
Gu1tavo .-\. J'loltler 

Coocdlna~or 

•• •• Jan Paúl Poullqun • ' 
Reaponaable C,U.A.R.H,. 
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The New York Times 
1983 

by Tho Now York Timo• Company. Raprtnted by parmlnlon. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1983 Metropolitan Report 
~01tan..N-Yoñi'\ftMII -

(/~ oiJ) ;;_¿;:z ~ 1 {_,-c,d¼/(, ? - ;;?2 :2,,-? . 

For Victims of AIDS, Support 1n a Lonely S1ege 

By MAllREEN DOWD 
Cold In a warm hospital room, Sle­

pbm Lamb pulled hls yellOVf blankel 
tlgbter a.round lils emaciated bod y. 

cabinets, ringlng telcphones and an 
a lways-busy com puter. 

"My frlends have abandone<! me," 
Mr. Lamb sald , hls volee a ll red whls­
per. "TI>ey're afrald of AIDS. Bul in­
stad of Just saylng that, lhey would 
prom!Be and promlse to come and see 
roe and then not show up. That rea l!y 
burt." 

Flgbtlng a triple assault o! crypto­
coccal meningitis, tuberculosis a r the 
booe marrow andan Intestina! infec­
Uon, Mr. Lamb wlthered !ro~ ISO 
pounds to under 100. One o! h1s few 
vlslton at the New York University 
Medlcal Center was W!U lam Carroll, 
a man he barely knew. 

Mr. Carrtlll Is a volwileer wilh the 
Gay ~1en·s lleal th Crisis. a nonprofl t 
New York group lhat is currenlly 
helpi ng 250 peoplc wi th AIDS, ac­
quired immune defi clcncy syndrome. 

Toe group was started two yearn 
ago by six men who had lost fricnds to 
the dlsease and who were worried 
about the lack o! services for AIDS 
vlcllms. It has become a sophisll­
cated social-service organ.iz.alion 
wlth growing poli tlcal power,12 paid 
stM! roembers, an S:membcr board 
of directorn, 500 mate and remate 
volwiteers , and a 1984 budget of 
$900,000. 

'Thelr Llves are Sb.an ered' 
"AIDS pointed up the incquitable 

status o! gays,' ' said Rodger McFar­
lane, the group's 2S-year--0ld director. 
"We were forced to take cnre o! our­
selves because we lcamed that il you 
have certain diseases, certain life 
styles, you can' t expect the sa me 
services as other parts o! sociely." 

Membern o! the organiz:itlon repre­
sent a bread spectrum, from judges 
and bankers and playwrights lo slu­
dents and cnrpentern and bartenders . 

Toe slory of the organlzalion re­
Oects thc dra matic changes that have 
recast lile In the city·s homosexual 
communit y in the two _years slnce. 
AIDS emerged as a myslerious and 
fri ghtenlng na tiona l epidemic._ Fight­
ing a siege o! dcath and prejud1ce, the 
community that was once charncter­
lzed by a carefree and freewheeltng 
spiril has evolved into n more mature 
and politicall y savvy popula tioa. 

. Most havc never been aclive in votun­
teer work befare. They are drawn by 
a matterof lifeand death. 

Mr. Carroll , who works in a lnw ll­
brary, joined lhe Gay Men's Health 
Crisis a lter secing its newspaper ad­
vert isement soli ci ting " budd ies" Cor 
debi litated AIDS victims. 

" l felt compasslon for these guys' 
toneliness and despalr," he said . "l 
heard that they had been neglected by 
thelr famlly and frlends, even other 
gays and that they had been treated 
badl)' by sorne hospi ta l personne!." . 

He overrocle the obJecUons o! h1s 
own frlends and famlly, who wonied 
tha t he mlghl be exposing himself to 
the disease, whlch sabotages the 
body's lmmwie systero . 

"l deeply ldentlfled with these 
r.1en," he sald. " I wanted to offer the 
support I hope that I would get tr 1 
were to come down wlth !t. There Is a 
sense o! taklng ca re o! one's own." 

He was assigned to Mr, Lamb In 
ea rly Seplember. Toe two men were 
both 40 yearn old , and shared a lave o! 
litcrature . 

Whlle Mr. Lamb was s1111 in his 
East Slde apartment, Mr. Carroll 
shoppe<I far his groceries and ran 
other errands . Two months ago, Mr. 
Lamb entere<! the hospital. 

Mr. Carroll conlinued to visi t three 
times a week. He cut hls charge's 
food . fixed hi m snacks of corn llakes 
and sherbet, and read him poctry by 
John Keats and Andrew Marvell. 
Mostly, though , he llstened as Mr. 
Lamb reminisced about his job as a 
travel consultan! and his personal 
lite. "Stephen regarded his previous 
!Ue in the fast lane as sort o! a 
waste," Mr. CaJTOll said. 

One rccenl night , as rain pelted the 
windows of his hospital room , Mr. 
Lamb talked about how much having 
a " buddy': had meant . "lt's been tre­
mendous ," he snid, reachlng out a 
skeleta l hand to clasp onc of Mr. Car­
roll's. " Bill and I have grown to llke 
each other. 1 Just needed sorne com• 
panionship." 

Four days later, on Nov. 14, Mr. 
Lamb died, one of 514 AIDS fatal!Ues 
in the city slncc the epidemlc began. 
"l tried not to become emotionally ln­
voh·ed ," said Mr. Carroll, shaken 
alter hearing the news. "But )'OU nec­
essarlly become involved with some­
thlng !lite lhis." 

Different Lile Style, 
Different Expectat.ions 

Housed ln a ramshackle ChelseJl 
brownstone, lhe Gay Men's Heallh 
Crisis i5 a clutter of people, desk.s, file 

" lt's ugly work," Mr. McFa rlane 
said . "When persons with AIDS come 
to us, their !lves a re shaltered and 
their heads a re twisted . They've just 
been given the devastating ncws that 
they have a disease that's probably 
fatal with a stigma the size of Man­
hattan attached to it. " 

"Tbey've usually bren fired from 
thelr jobs and kicked out o! their 
apartments,'' he added . "Often, lhei r 
lovers have abandone<! them. They 
lee! !Jke lepers , They don' t know the 
ropes through the trnd.itional social­
servlce agencies and lhey're much 
loo sick lo pursue that route anyway. 
·n,ey' re justa mess." 

"We' re lhere prirrartly to hnnd­
hold and troubleshool," Mr. McFar­
lane said, "and help these people get 
sorne control over their livcs." 

According to lhe latest statisllcs re­
lcased by the Centers far Disease 
Cont rol in Atl anta , the AIDS crisis 
cont inues at a steady rate. Nation­
widc, about cight poople a day are 
diagnosed as huving AIDS. A lota! o! 
2,603 cases have been reported , ando! 
those, 1,1-16, or 41 percenl, have died. 
·n,e death rate is clase to 100 percent 
for !hose who have the disease two 
ycarn or more. 

Of the sufferers, 71.5 percenl are 
homosexual a r blsexunl; 17.3 perccnt 
use drugs intravenously; 4.6 percent 
a re Hni tlans : s i:ic th-tent.hs of 1 percent 
are hcmophiliacs, nnd 6 percent ap­
pe.ar 10 li t lnto none o! these high-risk 
ca tegories. Most victims are men. 

New York Ci ty has been hardest 
hit , wilh 1,261 cases, 38 percenl of the 
country 's total. (if those, 41 percent 
bave died . 

A Crusblng Cascload 
Although thcre a re no census or 

other otricial accowits, conservative 
estimates based on the work a r Alfred 
C. lünsey put New York's homosex­
ual popul alion al 350,000. City offi­
cials say they bclievc t.he nu mber is 
much higher, and homosexual lead­
ers put the figure belween I million 
and 1.5 mill ion. 

Dr. Rand Stonebumer, an epideml­
ologist with the ci ty·s AIDS program, 
said that. a llhough the rale o! in­
crease has slowed somewhat since 
last year, the number o! /\IDS ·cases 
rose "'8 percent in the flrst slx months 
o! 1983 c:ompe.red W1th the same time 
per1od last ycar. 

Al the Gay Men's Health Crisis, the 
cascloe.d has spiraled at a aushing 
pe.ce. TI>ere are ordlnarily about 50 
new cases every month. But ln tbe 
Iast two weeks alone there ha~ bee<l 
45 new adtnlsslons , 

1l>e organlzatton bel¡,,, ali AIDS pa­
tlent.s. Tbirty.five perceot of its case­
lood Is made up of people who tal<e 

drugs intravenously, mosl of them 
heterosexual, and three are Haltian . 
Out o! a lota! o! 420 patients the group 
hashelpe<I , 63havedied. 

Toe organlzation runs 20 therapy 
groups far /\IDS patients and their 
pan ncrs and famlllcs. To try to cor­
rect rnisconceptions about the diseasc 
and about homosexuals, the group 
sen<ls e,cperts to speal< to hospital em­
ployees, church groups and schools. 

Volunteen who work with 
AIDS victima on bchalf 

of thc Gay Mcn's 
Hcalth Crisis, from 

lcft: Chuck 
Joncs; Rodgcr 

McFarlanc, thc 
group's director; 

Kenny Wcinbcrg, 
and David 

Richard110n . 

to get welfare, Medicald or Social Se­
curity dlsabillty tund.s; a Jawyer to 
help them make a will, transler an ln­
surance policy to a lover ar flght an 
evlclion notice. 

"My gut turas over when I tallr. to 
somebody on the pbone and they die 
befare I can even send a counselor 
over there,'' Mr. Jooes sald. "One 
week l had three people die wlthln 10 
days, 1 was Just sltt.lng In tbe chnlr 
kind of vlbraUng. 1 used to cry. Now 
there are no more tears." 

Whlle sorne homosexunl act.ivists 
have crltlclzcd the organlzation's tac­
tic of focusing all homosc=I issucs 
arowid /\IDS, the group has become 1 
an effecllve lobby fa r wlnning fl nanc- D oing Errands While 
ing. With benefl ts and parUes in p . ~ 
homosexual bars the Gay Men's repanng ,or Worst 
Health Crisis has• rnlsed moré than ,¡ The buddies and crisis counselors, 
WJ0,000 in contrlbuUons. most of them young professlonals, 

lt has also received a $200,000 grant are, as onc put lt , the "Mother 'Iben>-
f rom New York State and $24,500 sas of lhe organJzaUon." When they 
from the city, and the Boa.ni or Estl- sigo on , they are told not to expect a 
mate recently npproved a $1.2 mlllion Junior League sort al volunt.eerism. 

=~~ r:~/~ ~~:"meR!f. "lt's a beavy tTip to stand there and 
tendants far about 200 AJOS victims. watch a JO.year--0ld person waste 
Thanks in part 10 Health Crisis lobby- ¡ awayover a period ola few monlhs," 
ing, Federal !unds for AIDS research Mr. McFarlanesald. "l'veseensome 
have jumpe<I from $22 mlllion to $40 o! these guys age 10 years, ali of.thelr 
million illuslons about good lntenUons d&-

• st:royed." 
'Clty Has Done Uttle' Toe volwiteern do whatever Is nec-

But otlicials of the group have been essary, from taJdng orange Julce In 
slrongly criUcal o! what they con- the mornlng to serving as lnterq¡edl-
sidcr lnadequatc support from Mayor arles wllh the dty's soclal-servlce 
Koch and the city. "Considerlng the agencies. They clean apartments, do 
fact that G.M.H.C. has glven $16 mil- lawidry, make dlnner, piel< up pre-
lion worth of volunteer services thls scrlptlons, mal! rent ~. wal.k 
year ," Mr. McFarlanesald, "theclty dogs, take tbelr patients to doctor's 
hasdone very lltUe. " appolntments and simply keep tbem 

Toe speed w\lh which the group has company. 
grown is renected in lts alfices at 318 "You come to a total stranger and 
West 22d Street, between Elghth and suddenly !IIUlOUDCe, "'l'm youn,'" 
Ninth Avenues. sald David R.ichardson, a m.agaz1ne 

One day not long ngo, a man wall<ed news editor. "My cllent watches 
in, idenUfied himsell as a psychlc Spanish TV. I doo't spea1t Spanlsb 
!roro Madrid and announced be had but 11 be wants to ..atch Span!sh rv' 
iearned the cure lar AIDS lnadream: , that'swhat wedo." ' 
shrimp and bananas. "Everybody's 
got an Idea,'' Mr. McFarlane sald. 
"Everythlng from z:lther playlng to 
Kundalinl yoga toJesult pr!ests." 

In a ground-fioor office, Barry 
Davidson was manning the 24-hour 
hot line, which receives about 1,200 
cails a week. "Toe lesions are the slZe 
o! a dime, ralsed or Oat, redor pur­
ple," be explnined to a woman who 
had colled tbe number, 807-o65ó. 
" They wil l show up on dlllerent parts 
o! the body and spread. There w\11 be 
notlceable Ioos of wclgbt In a short 
time and a hacking rough ." 

Another caller wanted to 1mow 
about conlllglon. "Ít's not spread by 
casual contact,' ' Mr. Davidson sald. 
"You can't get it by walldng clown the 
street ar belng In the same room or 
touchlng someone who has IL 1t 
seems that there has to be intlmate 1 
contact wlth bodlly Oulds or shared ' 
need!es." 

ln an upstalrs offlce, Cbuclt Janes, , 
an intake ollicer, pore,cl over paper 
work. On a bulletln boanl Delll to hlm 
was a cartoon al a mlddle-aged " 
woman alrlng her vlews on A!DS: , 
"Good Cbrtslian people have nothlng 
to fear as long as we stay a mllllon ' 
miles away !roro tbe sllmy creatureS 
whomayhavelt." 

.. A !Ol of peoplc lee! tbat gays baVC 
ganen what they deserve," sald Mr, 
Janes, who is 28. "Tbere's a lot ol bos- . 

•tllity." ' 
Mr. J ooes assesses lhe needs ol ¡ 

new cases to see what sort al servlces 
he can olfer - money to belp pay tbe 
rent · a buddy to sbop for lood; • 
c:oumelor to belp lhem mi out forms ' 

This fealure article and !he 
edilorial preceding it are 
reprinled with the kind per­
mission of the New York 
Times Co. 

Vk!iJmAalt,'Wby Me?' 
Someti.mes, tbere are suicides. A.1-

ways, tbe work Is CIDOUonally ex­
haustlng. "Your cllent may bebo&­
ttle,'' sald Joanne Tamm, 33, .. p,,y­
chint ric ourne at Cabrinl Hospital 
who works lor the group In her spare 
time, " They want to know, 'Wby me?' 
11 someone says thank you, you're 
lucky. And, alter ali your work they 
maydie. " ' 

Miss Tarnm Is one o! thc 50 or so 
volwiteern who are hete rosexual 
"I'm 001 gay but I have good !rien<h 
who are gay men," she said. " lñese 
people are slclt and dying. You have 
to be roncemed ... 

Toe volwiteers have a litany of hor­
ror stortes about the treatment of 
AIDS sutferers. They tell o! govem­
ment clerks who neglect AlDS cases 
because they are afraid to be in thc 
samc room to tul out forms . llley tell 
of nunes and orderlles In hospltals 
wbo are so loath to enter the rooms o! 
AlDS paUents that they let the lood 
trays pile up out.slde tbe door, leave 
u-ash baskets overflawlng, or neglect 
patients lytng in lhelr own urlne or ex• 
C~.cnt . 

Bl 

New York, New Jersey, Connecticut 

Diego Lopez, 35, a soft-spoken ad­
tnlsslons counselor at Hwiter College 
who t.rains Gay llíen's Health Crisis 
volunteern, recalled that he went to 
vlsit a dylng patlent In the hospital 
and dlscovered him wlth blood seep, 
ing from hJs nose and mouth. He 
qulckly found a doctor and asked her 
to look at the patient. 

" She ga\-e me the gauze and told 
me toclean it up," Mr. Lopez said. "! 
was shocked but I did it. Afterward, I 
Iooked at my hands and there was 
bloodalloverthem. l ""'Jlzed I had to 
stan being more careful. But when 
you see a person dylng, you don't 
lhinlt about llndlng sorne gloves to 
wear.'' 

'Cn,eplna Feellng of Fatallty' 
Llke olher volwiteern, Mr. Lopez 

sald be signed on because he Jmcw 
people wbo had dled and because the 
work belps him cope wlth his own 
feellngs al vulnerablllty. 

"l'magaymanand, allarowid me, 
gay menare dylng,'' he sald. "! never 
expected to be deallng wlth quesllons 
of roorta!Jty wilh my peoplc my own 
nge and younger. I was a marine in 
Vietnam and I dealt wlth fear. But 
thffl we were flghUng a lmown 
eocmy. Wlth AlDS, lt's so out o! con­
trol. Just by the nature of my sexual­
lty l'm at risk." 

Volunteern sald lt Is especially dlffl­
cult because their patlents are spect­
ers of thelr own worst lears. "lt's 
strange to lhinlt tbat at any minute we 
could bccome one ol them,'' Mr. 
R.ichardsoo sald, "Tbere's a creeping 
feellng of fata!Jty. Tbere's something 
out there. 1 may get it or I may not. 
Every mornlng wben I shave I check 
to see il my lympb nodes are swol­
len:" 

"You eat, drlnll, sleep and breathe 
AlDS," he contlnued. "Once In a 
wblle l go to the opera or the movles 
Just so tbat I don't thlnk about lt for a 
couple of bours." 

'NoSuceessStorlcs' 
Allan Kendric, 46, a landscape u.r­

chltect lrom Queens, used to worry 
that be had linte to say to bis patient, 
a 30-year--0ld hortlculturist from 
Brooklyn. "My llle Is so full," Mr. 
Kendric sald. "Hls whole experlence 
:!isl~.!!1 bis bed in hls lonely hospl-

. 0n oae receot ~lt, as the two sat 
sllently, lhe yoong man asked Mr. 
Kendric softly : "Can yoo hold me lor 
i:oom;:_~t? Nobody ever holds me any-

"Tbatjust made mec:ry," Mr. Ken­
dric recalled, bis voicc brealting. 
' ''_Thl.s penan has the same needs you 
and l<lo. lt wassopatbetlc ." 

OnNov. 10, lhe youngmandled . 
"Tbere are oo succes.s stories " 

sald Mltcbell CuUer, 32, a dealer in 
rare books who runs the buddy pro­
gram. "Soroettmes I lhlnk U I hear 
about ooe more slck penan 1'11 go 
crazy." 

A New Maturity 

Among Homosexua/s 
Paved wlth AIDS latallttes, lhe fut 

laDe became unfashlanable for a 
lime. Tbere wu a treod towaro con, 
scrvatism In lhe clt}''s once-libcrtar­
lan bomol9exual communlty. 

1M r,,¡_, Yoñ Tlms/ MarttynnX. Y• 

But with the crisis going lnto lts 
thlro year and no cure In slght, homo­
sexual leadern have detected a back­
lash of apathy. "Toe numbeni of peo. 
ple going to gay bars and baths Lo ln­
creasing agaln and that's depress­
ing,'' Mr. Lopez sald. "Toase 
are insane. How many more ~ 
wlll get slclt befare there are no( 
enough o! us to help them? How many 
more wlll have to die befare they stop 
lunctloning with their Ubido and sta.rt 
lunctionlng with tbeir lntellect?" 

Mr. t.opez ancl many otbcn, bow­
ever, have remalned conservatlve 
and have developed more sertous 
relationship,,. 

" l'm notas active anymore out of a 
sense of self-preservation," Mr. Rlch­
ardson said. "But It took AlDS to 
make sorne of us realltt, the healtb 
lssue apart, that tbat llfe style wu 
pretty empty anyway." 

l'rofesslonals Drawn Out 
Kenny Wclnberg, a 33-year-old 

sportswear merchandlser, agreed. 
" Gay meo In New York have reallzed 
there's more than superficial sex, 
Bloomlngdale's and upward mobll­
i•y." 

Homosexual leadern talked of lll>­
other positlve result of the crisb. 
They said it has drawn many young 
profcsslonals out ol the cloaet. One 
such case is Dr. Ken Wein, 34, a pry­
chologlst who worlts u the clinical di­
rector of the Gay Men's Health Crisis. 

"I woulcln't ha~ put myself oo !he 
Iine belore," Dr. Weln sald. "AIDS fl­
nally strenghtcned my wlJI to 000-
front my boss, who wu blued 
agalnst gays, and qult a Job at a hos­
pital where I worked. You get eo­
raged at the leeling that the world 
thinks you're di.sposable becau.,e 
you'regay." 

0n the whole, homosexual leaden 
agreed, lhe communlty has devel­
oped a new maturlly In coplng wltb 
the AIDS crisis. "We're more nspon­
sible,'' sald Larry Kramcr, a wrlter 
and one of the organuatlon's lound­
ern. "Everyone reallus now that 
homosexuality is delined by more 
than what yoo do sexually. Belng gay 
is a cultural tradltlon, a heritage to be 
proudof." 

On a sunny a1temooo no( long ago, 
Mr. Kramer sat In bis spadous Flhb 
Avenue apartment In G~ch VU­
lage. lbe apartment was decorated 
wilh pictures of lhe actress Glenda 
Jackson In "Women In Love,'' a ftlm 
Mr. Kramcr produced and wrote. 

From bis bookcase, be pulled a 
small green noteboolr. in wblch be i­
Iogged ~ names of frlends who bave 
died. "I heard about ViMy oo Satur­
day," he said . "Ron Is a blaclr.actor 1 
lmow. Paul, a pianlst. Gayte - to 
Yalcwlthme. RonDoud,tbedeaiper 
ol Studlo M. Marlt, I wu mvofved 
wllh a loag time ago. Peter, 1111 arcbi­
tect." 

Mr. Kramer stCJl)l)ed bis Utaoy, bla 
hands clenched úl!)ltly around !he 
notebook. 

"Can't 90IIIClhlng ~ done?" .. 
asked. º'Tbe rest ol !he dry, DIJ 
stralghl frlends, go an wttb llfe • 
usual and l 'm In the mlddle ol 1111 .. 
demlc:." 

"We're dytng," i. sald- "Wby la 
thls bappenlna? Is ll ~ we 
loYed each od,er too mucb ar not 
~? 1 jllSldon'llmaw." 
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Aides for Aibs 
"When persons wtlh AIDS come to 

us. thelr Uves are shattered and thelr 
heads twtsted, " says Rodger McFar­
lane. "They've usually been flred 
rrom thelr Jobs and klcked out or lhelr 
apanments. O!ten, lover,¡ have aban­
doned lhem. They feel llke lepers ." 

~Ir. McFarlane Is director or Gay 
Men's Heallh Crisis, a group that as­
slgns volurteers to help vlctlms of 
AIDS, the lmmure system dlson:ler 
that mostly attack.s homosexual men 
and lntravenous drug users. Besldes 
the dlsease, A!DS vlcllms must en­
dure reject ion by people who rear, er­
roneousl y, that AIDS Is spread by 
sllght contact. 

The volurteer1l help lhelr cllents 
cope - clean the apartment, run er­
rands, walk !he dog. At !he hospital, 
!he volurteer may have to stand In ror 
nur1les and orderlles arrald to enter 
the vlcllm's room. 

Gay Men's Heallh Crisis helps ali 
A!DS vlctlms, many or whom are 
heterosexual drug user1l . It has 
looked a lter 420 patlents, of whom 63 
hove dled . Its volur tee r1l ,nerlt pralse 
for thelr care and steadfastness. 

1983 by Thc New York Times Comp.:iny. Roprlntcd by pormlsslon. 

". . . care and s eadfastness." 
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Dear Friend. 
1 know you l1ave Iaken an interest In the health crisis brought on by AIDS. 1 am send1ng you a reprint of a recen! 

article In The New York Times to give you an idea of !he lasks lacing us in 1984. 
Over the pasl year we have seen the workload at GMHC expand atan almos! unbehevab!e pace. Over the past 

eighteen mont11s we have served almos! 500 patients; over the pasl few weeks wé have been receiv1ng 30 referrals 
of brand-new patients a week. Last year we talked to doctors ind1vidually on ihe spec1al prob!ems of AIDS paIienIs; 
over ihe past year we have run 75 semInars across New York State for doctors and lay peop!e. Today we have 
more than 500 active volunteers -ali of them tra1ned and working in vnal areas. To sum up what we·re doing: 1Ne wili 
administer over $7 m1ll,on wor th of volunteer time on counsehng, lobby,ng governments, buying groceries, 
distributing emergency financia! aid, chiding the media, visiting hospitals, investigating research and generally 
provid1ng a shoulder to lean on-and that means doing a l1undred oiher ll1Ings few others are doing. 

Early in 1984. there will be 3.000 people with AIDS. and perl,aps as many as 30,000 more who are entering the 
early stages of the syndrome. Our 1984 budget. which I sent you a few months ago, already Is inadequate. 
obv1ously, if we are to go on providíng services to ali those who need them. \/ve want to continue to fund med1cal 
research; in 1983 alone we have grarned $150.000 to this etfort. And we want to continue our expand1ng 
educational elfor ts to 1,e!p preveni the rise of new cases. Th,s program involves our 24-hour hothne. the Nat,onal 
Gay Task Force·s nat,onwide l1otline. the Community Health Pro¡ect. as well as thousands of GMHC's own 
pubhcauons sent al\ over the world. 

With your generous dona,,on, we w,11 coniinue ali 1hese programs thal have won a new recogn, tion. a new 
pricfe for us ali. We're prepared to keep fighling . to bu1ld on that pride. Keep f1ght1ng w,th us. As t11e year beg,ns. 

alter so many have lost so much. help give strength to tt,e world . 

Rodger McFarlane. 
Executive Director 
Gay Meri's Heafth Crisis 

A OOC'/ or , e \.J:est f,n..,noa1 rcport l 'CO \', :n u Ocoor1mcn1 ol So:o rr..Jy oo 001;1 ncd l:1V v,i :ng ro Ní.'-.v Yo,-; &a~ Dco.-irtmeni of SkJ:e O:ice oi Char tes 
Rc(lu':i:()11. ;q_lJny NY 12231, 0t 10 G:..1HC l!'IC, Bo\ 2i4. 132 W,~t 2-!:'"I Str l. Ncrw Yo,Y NY 1001 1 

Prepared br th• Dep■rtment of Educ■tlon of O■y Men1
• Heallh Crlala, Federico Gonz•t•z, Director. 
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