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Estimados delegados al Vi
Congreso de las

Naciones Unidas
Sobre la prevencion del delito

y el tratamiento del delincuen-

fe: :

Nosotros, Grupo Entendido y Grupo Unido
de Entendidos Integracionistas (GUEI), en nom-
bre de la comunidad homosexual de Venezueia,
nos dirigimos a ustedes para llamar la atencion
sobre la reiterada e indiscriminada violacién de
los derechos humanos de los homosexuales en
nuestro pais.

A pesar de que la homosexualidad no esta ti-
pificada como delito en nuestras leyes penales, la
represion policial es constante e injustificada:

a) El mero hecho de ser homosexual puede
ser, por si solo, motivacion de detencion y arres-
to

b) Los cuerpos policiales atropellan arbitra-
riamente irrumpiendo violentamente en lugares
de reunién de nuestra comunidad (bares, restau-
rantes. discotecas, etc.)

¢) Esta represion es constantemente utiliza-
da por los medios de comunicacion social para
desprestigiar, ridiculizar y denigrar al homose-
xual.

AnticipAndonos a un documento que for-
malmente entregaremos a ustedes, exigimos
sean respetados los principios basicos constitu-
cionales de libertad individual de reunién, libre
transito y de expresion y la no discriminacion
fundamentada en la- orientaciéon sexual. sola-
mente.

Respetuosamente,

Grupo Entendido
Grupo Unido de Entendidos Integracionistas
(GUEI)

To the delegates of the Vi
United Nations Congress

on the prevention of crime
and the treatment of offenderss

We. the Grupo Entendido and the Grupo Uni-
do de Entendidos Integracionistas (GUED. on be-
half of Venezuela's homosexual community. ap-
pel to you in order to call attention to the reitera-
tive and indiscriminate violation of homosexual
human rights in our country.

Even though homosexuality is not a crime
under out penal laws, police repression is CONs-
tant and injustified:

a) The mere fact of being a homosexual can,
by itself. be motivation for detention and arrest.

b) Police groups persecute arbitrarily by
irrupting violently in our community’s gathering
places (bars. restaurants, discotheques).

¢) This form of repression is constantly used
by the communications media in order to demo-
ralize. ridicule and denigrate the homosexual.

In anticipation to a document which will be
formally presented to you. we demand that the
basic constitucional principles of freedom of reu-
nion. free transit and freedom of expression, as
well as the freedom from persecution based so-
lely on sexual orientation, be respected.

Respectfully,

Grupo Entendido
Grupo Unido de Entendidos Integracionistas
(GUEI)

Caracas. Septiembre 12 1980
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COMUNICADO DEL GRUPO ENTENDIDO A LA
COMUNIDAD
DESPIDO INJUSTIFICADO

El dia 7-12-81 fue despedido sin causa justificada de los Institutos Educacionales
Asociados, el ciudadano Adan Lira, C. de . N© 4.552.884, estudiante del octavo
semestre de Idiomas Modernos en la U.C.V, miembro activista del Grupo Entendido
y quien desempenaba el cargo de profesor de inglés de los primeros afios A, By Cen
la Institucion arriba mencionada.

Una vez mas en la historia de nuestra sociedad, se comete una accion injusta en
contra de una persona homosexual.

Una vez més un hecho tan humano como es el deseo homaerotico es rechazado
por el grupo social dominante ““‘Normal".

Una vez mas la norma sexual burguesa niega la interaccion posible entre la
homosexualidad y la heterosexualidad conscientes y desprejuiciadas.

Una vez mas los juicios axiomaticos de esta sociedad, su carga homofébica,
pretenden destruir a un ser humano por su opcion sexual tan valida como la otra u
ofras.

Este despido cuya causa real no fue expuesta legalmente (la causa real de este
despido llamado injustificado fue la participacion del ciudadano Adan Lira en una
conferencia *‘La Homosexualidad y la Homofobia™ dictada en la Sala Ocre 24-11-81)
s6lo demuestra el estado de atraso, de inmadurez en que se encuentra nuestro medio
social. El desprecio, el temor, el odio implicitos en esta accion, muestran al
verdadero problema a la verdadera enfermedad: La Homofobia existente en cada uno
de nosotros.

¢Hasta cudndo seguiremos viviendo en la mentira, en la hipocresia que pretenden
mantener oculta una realidad tan humana como cualquier otra? ¢ Cudndo seremos
capaces de reconocernos como lo que somos? Seres humanos con gustos, deseos,
preferencias y actitudes distintas. ¢Cudndo podrd verse el hombre, tal cual es sin
avergonzarse de si mismo? 4 Cuando dejaremos de negarnos los unos a los otros?

Ante laimpotencia que siente el Grupo Entendido frente a situaciones como éstas,
hemos decidido hacer del conocimiento publico esta realidad cotidiana del ser
homosexual, quien a menudo es atacado injustamente y si se quiere, inhumana-
mente por la colectividad.

En nombre de todos aquellos homosexuales y lesbianas quienes son victimas de
tales situaciones, hacemos esta denuncia publica para que se tome conciencia de
esas actitudes segregacionistas que estan destruyendo valores humanos tan mara-
villosos como lo son: EL AMOR, LA AFECTIVIDAD y LA SEXUALIDAD.

(E;glup% ENIENDIRD Wilmer Guédez
gar Carrasco _ o
C. de I. N° 3.888.337 C. de I. No 4.352.967
Erasmo Colon ¢ *n Lira
0
C. de |. N° 5.965.182 l. NO 4.552.884
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se lanzan con una revista en Caracas

EN FORMA NADA SUBREPTICIA ha estado circulando —especialmente duran-
te los eventos del Festival Internacional de Teatro— lo que se anuncia como N? 5
de la Revista “Entendido’’, autodefinida como ‘‘una publicacion para gente guéi
(sic), al precio de venta de cinco bolivares, y que reconoce como editores a Edgar
Carrasco, Julio Vengoechea y Miguel Lorenzo. Tiene algunas ilustraciones tipo
“'Pent-House” o ‘“Playboy’”’, pero con modelos de anatomia masculina, desplega-
das a pagina y doble pagina, amén de secciones que abogan por lemas como **por
un nuevo espacio para la liberacion de nuestras costumbres’.

“Entendido” ofrece igualmente es-
pacios publicitarios a 600 bolivares la
pagina e inserta, acaso como muestra
definitoria, anuncios del Bar Tolo, en
Sabana Grande, que ‘‘te invita a pasar
una noche diferente’’, y de la boutique
Bello coton, en el CCC Tamanaco, de
Margarita Zingg y Hernan Suérez, que
luce una sugerente foto de mujer con
corbata. También oirece *‘‘Clasifica-
dos”” a moadico precio para buscar
apartamento y comparero de aparta-
mento, con la advertencia de que serdn
rechazadas las redacciones estimadas
“denigrantes’’. La perspectiva de los
editores parece ser la formacioén de
una copiosa fuente de financiamiento.
“Entendido’ esta impresa en off-set,
con mucho mayor nitidez que
“'Sép Dia'".

Las 30 paginas de la diferente revista
presentan un amplio abanico de infor-
maciones y posibilidades, desde el lla-
mado de las organizaciones lesbianas
norteamericanas a boicotear la pelicu-
la “Windows"' y la calificacion de ‘‘de-
sinformacién y ligereza' atribuidas a
una cronica de ‘‘Séptimo Dia’’ (**Crui-
sing en Caracas’’, 8.2.81), hasta el co-
mentario sobre un bafio turco muy
concurrido y la resefia de una autobio-
grafia de Jean Gente, ‘‘donde nos invi-
ta a un laberintico recorrido por sus
cérceles, entre sus amantes, con el an-
t;;l}o del amor y el orgasmo de la muer-

PORTADA: Nomero 5 de la revista
bimensual de los ‘'Gays’’ venexolanos.
Anteriormente editada en multigrafo,
hoy en off-set.

También ofrece en su ultima pagina
‘‘asesoria legal’ a cargo del abogado
Edgar Carrasco y los servicios de una
llamada ‘‘Sociedad Venezolana de Pro-
teccion e Informaciéon Ciudadana'’.
Entre los colaboradores en la redac-
cion de ‘‘Entendido’” se menciona a
Javier Vidal, a cargo de las informacio-
nes culturales del Canal 2, y a Marco
Antonio Ettedgui, de “El Universal'.




EL DIARIO DE CARACAS

Viernes 26 de febrero de 1982

Futuros periodistas hacen cine
‘‘Entendido’’: un polémico
filme en la Cinemateca

X

-

Edgard Carrasco y Redolfo Graziano en una escena de
Entendido.

Entendido: un acercamiento
a la homosexualidad. El primer
filme no comercial que se
realiza en Venezuela sobre esa
conducta sexual, sera estre-
nado el lunes 8 de marzo, a las
ocho de la noche, en la Cine-
mateca Nacional.

La pelicula, que es a color y
tiene una duracion de 22 mi-
nutos, fue producida por
Emma Toro, Maria A. Her-
nandez, Marta Yadira, Gen-
ney Carrasquel y Rodolfo
Graziano como un trabajo final
para la catedra de Cine IV enla

cuela de Comunicacion So-
cial de la Universidad Central
de Venczuela.

Explica Marta Yadira que el
cortometraje esta compuesto
de una serie de entrevistas a
personas que integran el co-
lectivo caraqueno ‘‘Enten-
dido™", el cual propugna por la
reivindicacion social y juridica
de las minorias sexuales.
“*Nuestra pelicula es, hasta
ahora, la primera que se hace
en el pais sobre tan comentado
topico de la conducta sexual.
Nuestra intencion es presentar
a la comunidad las opiniones,
sin ninguna manipulacion, de
un punado de personas que
defienden sus derechos, sin
pretender violentar los dere-
chos de los demas’™.




El Nacional — Jueves 4 de Marzo de 13\;«.

Camara Lenia
Rodolfo izaguirre
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s prejuicios y ofuscamientos que, en tomo ¢
homz nalidad, agebiaban a los venezolano
estar cediendo ante 2] paso decisivo y amplio d
bertaddes individuales. E! venezolano cc
tender que todo lo que se ha dichoen r
mosexualidad: vicio, degeneracion, enfe

otras al-<-L\rdidf.&irs no deyan de

MO
también qgue

la dignidad de las | I ra nuestra s¢

davia a lomo entre 4 ruralismo y nuevas
mas de moderna civilizacién, el asunto de la homose-
xualidad co c

prr-bluxm quu 5 a y sobre el cual :
mucho ni se disc ulﬂ publicamente. Se calla. Se prmrrv
ocultar,

Para el cine venezolano el tema de la homosexuali
dad jamés habia sido tratado y en los raros momentos
en que, dentro de la trama de un determinado film, ha
surgido un homosexual generalmente es para hacer de
¢l motivo de burla y escarnio: en El Pez que Fuma o en
Cancién Mansa... Pero no existe una pelicula de ficcion
sobre el homosexual. Tamp existia un documental
hasta que Rodolfo Graziano y un grupo de alumnos de la
cétedra de cineen la F)(.UC‘id de Comunicacion Social de
la UCV (Emma Toro, Marta Yadira, Genney Carrasquel
y Maria Herndndez) decidieron emprender la realiza-
cién de un cortometraje de 22 minutos titulados Enten-
dido: un acercamiento a !a homosexualidad; una serie
de entrevistas a algunos de los integrantes del grupo
Entendido que en el pais propugna el derecho a la ho-
mosexualidad.

El mérito de este film es el de ser el primero en
abordar el tema. Pero mds que un film resuelto el puede
servir como apunte o punto de partida para un desarro-
llo mucho més trascendente. Las entrevistas (sobre pre-
guntas a veces pueriies y respuestas a veces confugas)
se suceden una a otra sin ningln trabajo o elaboracién - |
cinematograficos que aireen el discurso o que permitan
al espectador las referencias externas: lugares, sitios de
reunién, bares o lo que fuese, a fin de ubicar o insertar
el problema planteado dentro de un contexto determi-
nado. Por ejemplo, la primera entrevista con Edgar Ca-
rrasco uno de los dirigentes del Grupo Entendido tiene
lugar en el Stadium, pero esta locacidn nada significa
dentro del film. ;Se elige el campo deportivo porque es
terreno propicio al homosexualismo o por mero azar o
capricho de los cineastas? De ser asi, habrian podido co-
locar la cdmara frente al Congreso Nacional o cerca de
una parada de autobtis o en no importa cual lugar con-
currido y solitario. La pelicula no est4 suficientemente
resuelta y le falta mas audacia pero permite una serie de
reflexiones que incitan a la polémica. Es lo que va a ocu-
rrir seguramente cuando sea proyectada el lunes § de
marzo en la Cinemateca Nacional,




<S<’ A A A -
'
L

le 1983 Espech’x
ELMi,niéterio de Justicia manifesté sorpresa
Extranada la animador:
por el {*corte’’ a su programa

Aparentemente la disposicién partié de un subalferno del canal 5, gue
decidié sacar del aire el programa cuando sélo faltaban veinte minu-
| tos para que concluyera. Actualmente se adelanita una investigacion
para determinar las responsabilidades del casg. La conductora del
espacio envié un comunicado a la directiva solicitando’ ung"expliua-j
cion. y
Numerosnb llan 1da5 re- e S ; *‘Tengo | entendldo
4 { seAalé Aurora, ‘que ' :odo
" .sg debi¢ 'a .que. &se pros
‘*corte”’ dcquct‘uc ¢ 4 ajma, que.trataba el pro+ [
"su programa el m : i ema’ de:la’drogaeniVe-
* sado. Consultady al res 1 L nezuela, estaba pautado
pecto sefalé enF Bl parn ocho dfas mas tarde, ¢
muy extrafiada 8 Inexplicuhlemente’ ,fue')le~
% Mado a marter y' sacado al
ire” anteayer'”, Que}ﬂrﬁs

or explicar 1.opigué’se
o « U tbmé la medida; cudndo -
R he i o io faltaban yeinte n]l.nu-_

% ¢ tos pare ias doce la-n,
a gmvés de su seerefario Y g |"Ana Virginia Robles geuv"
anado. fue unp de'las B : ) Al e produccnén encarg ik,

medloqmdtayer e

contaco “con‘la: onocndp .De NUEVO tn progr
Faerli?gt:ss‘g, testpor lame. Aurora Martinez'
dida. En tal sentido on corte:

Man.lnegldirigié o- la disposicién, aparente-
municacion a la|directiva ‘mente emanada de upa; »|
del canal 5, dond¢ protesta - persona subalternas /=@« |}
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Desde Paris:

» Denuncian a la “Metro” Por los atropellos y
exigen respato a sus derschos,

POR OMAR ZAVARCE P.
.08 homosexuales orgnanizados, de todo el mundo, se han de-
‘ado en guerra contra la Policla Metropolitana de Venciue-
por “‘la violacion de los derechos constitucionales del cluda-
o homosexual”, segdn la Comisién Latinoamericana del Co-
e d'Urgence Antirepresién Homoaexuelle, con sede en Pa.

ustavo A. Plottier y Jan Paul Palliquen (desde Paris) y el
Luls R.B. Mott (desde Da Bahla (Brasi!) se dirigen al }xre~
‘nte Luis Herrera, al Fiacal Pedro J. Mantellini, al Minlstro
iciller y a los respectivos Embajadores venezolanos, para
sentar las protestas de los “‘Grapos Gay!' contra la Policla
tropolitana de Venezuela por las constantes ‘‘redadas’’ en la
nida Casanovae, Avenldn Solano y otras arterias de Caracas,
de se persigue Inclementemente a los cludadunos homose-
les. ]
pelan a la Declaracién Universal de Derechos Humanos f' al
‘to Internaclonal de Derechos Clviles y Pollticos para exigir
oblerno de Venezuela que cese la represién contra los gru-
“Gay"'. Citan, como ejemplo, los casos de Edgar Carrasco,
3 Alvarer y Adén Lira, detenldon en ‘‘redadas’ y “‘vejados’’
la Policle Metropolitana en Cotiza.
eclaman ‘‘la libertad sexual y el derecho a tener ‘“‘vidas pri-
as'’,
n und revista, editada en Caracas (que ya va por el No. 7)
homosexuales de Venezuela, denunclan que hay una perse-
1on declarada contra elloa, mientras que “los verdaderos
ninales andan libres'’, pese a que se gastan poderoso recur-
en simulaciones de batidos contra ellos. Acusan a la PM de
lar los articulos 60,81, M{v 71 de la Constitucién y de usar a
homosexuales como “chivos explatorios”.
:I Comité Venezolano de Defensa del cludadano homosexual
a Oficina Latinoamericana Coordinadora de Parls, estin
nclando la solidaridad de movimientos simulares de todos
paises de Europa y América en contra del atropello constan-
fe la Policla Metropolitana contra los grupos ‘‘gays” y en tal
tido van a ejercer presién mundial para que se condene los
todos de represion que se emplean en Caracas.
.n sintesly los ‘‘gays” organiiados en Europa y América La-
y, le declarana guerra a la PM y exigen ‘‘respeto a sus acti-
ades y @ sus vidas privadas’.
a carta al Presidente Luis Herrera, en la sigulente:
Paris, 28 de enero de 1983
. Presidente de la Repdblica
1 Luis HERRERA CAMPINS
ESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA
RACAS, YENEZUELA
celencia:
on horror hemos recibido noticia de operaciones efectuadas
Ia Policia Metropolitana de Caracas el pasado 26 de noviem-
de 1982, en un conocldo bar de la Av. Solano en Sabana Gran-
contra la comunidad homosexual, violando de esta manera
articulos 60,61,64 y 71 de la Constitucion Naclonal, que con-
ran la libertad y la seguridad soclal; la NO discriminacién
raza, credo o condicién social; el libre transito y el derecho
reunion pablica o;rlvnda respectivamente. Reclbimos tam-
1 1a informacion de que la prensa ba distorsionado la infor-
cion al declarar que se habla efectuado Ia incautacién de sus-
cias estupefaciente y la captura de dellncuentes, cosas am-
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bas totalmente falas, )

En esta carta protestamos enérgicamente contra la violacién
de los Derechos Humanos de los homosexuales en Venezuela.
Esta represi6n significa oo 8b!o 1a vielacion de in Declaracion
Universal de los Derechos Humanos, sino tamblén del Pacto In-
ternacional de Derechos Civiles y politicos y de la Convencién
Americana de Derechos Humanos o Pacto de San José, los tres
aprobados con la ertlclpnclbn e Venezuela. En ellos se com-
prometia el Estado Venezolano a respetar los Derechos Huma-
nos y reconocia que estos Derechos se extienden a *‘toda perso-
na sin distinclén de raza, credo, sexo, condicién social, ete. 'y
que nadie serd objeto de Ingerencias en su vida privada.”

Esperando del Goblerno venezolano del cual €speramos tanto
e comprometa de una manera mas real por el respeto de log
Derechos Humanos nos despedimos Y que su Excelencla se en-
cuentre de nuestro lado en la lucha por un mundo més humano.

Atte,
Gustavo A. Plottier
Coordinador

* “Jan Padl Pouliquen ' " -
- Respansable C\U.A.R.H.

—————
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of AIDS, Support in

For Victims
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By MAUREEN DOWD

Cold in a warm hospital room, Ste-
phen Lamb pulled his yellow blanket
tighter around his emaciated body.

“‘My friends have abandoned me,”
Mr. Lamb said, his voice a tired whis-
per. “They’re afraid of AIDS. But in-
stead of just saying that, they would

and promise to come and see
me and then not show up. That really
hurt.”

Fighting a triple assault of crypto-
coccal meningitis, tuberculosis of the
bone marrow and an intestinal infec-
tion, Mr. Lamb withered from 180

to under 100. One of his few
visitors at the New York University
Medical Center was William Carroll,
a man he barely knew.

Mr. Carrtll is a volunteer with the
Gay Men's Health Crisis. a nonprofit
New York group that is currently
helping 250 people with AIDS, ac-
quired immune deficiency syndrome.

The story of the organization re-
flects the dramatic changes that have
recast life in the city's homosexual
community in the two years since
AIDS emeérged as a mysterious and
frightening national epidemic. Fight-
ing a siege of death and prejudice, the
community that was once character-
ized by a carefree and freewheeling
spirit has evolved into a more mature
and politically savvy population

Mr. Carroll, who works in a law li-
brary, joined the Gay Men's Health
Crisis after seeing its newspaper ad-
vertisement soliciting ‘‘buddies” for
debilitated AIDS victims.

I felt compassion for these guys’
loneliness and despair,” he said. “'1
heard that they had been neglected by
their family and friends, even other
gays, and that they had been treq}ed
badly by some hospital personnel.”

He overrode the objections of his
own friends and family, who worried
that he might be exposing himself to
the disease, which sabotages the
body's immune system.

“1 deeply identified with these
raen,” he said. ‘I wanted to offer the
support 1 hope that 1 would get if1
were to come down with {t. Thereisa
sense of taking care of one's own.”’

He was assigned to Mr, Lamb in
early September. The two men were
both 40 years old, and shared a love of
literature.

While Mr. Lamb was still in his
East Side apartment, Mr. Carroll
shopped for his groceries and ran
other errands. Two months ago, Mr.
Lamb entered the hospital.

Mr. Carroll continued to visit three
times a week. He cut his charge's
food, fixed him snacks of corn flakes
and sherbet, and read him poetry by
John Keats and Andrew Marvell.
Mostly, though, he listened as Mr.
Lamb reminisced about his job as &
travel consultant and his personal
life. “‘Stephen regarded his previous
life in the fast lane as sort of a
waste,"”” Mr. Carroll said.

One recent night, as rain pelted the
windows of his hospital room, Mr.
Lamb talked about how much having
a “‘buddy’’ had meant. '‘It’s been tre-
mendous,’”’ he said, reaching out a
skeletal hand to clasp one of Mr. Car-
roll’s. **Bill and I have grown to like
each other. I just needed some com-
panionship.*

Four days later, on Nov. 14, Mr.
Lamb died, one of 514 AIDS fatalities
in the city since the epidemic began.
“] tried not to become emotionally in-
volved,” said Mr. Carroll, shaken
after hearing the news. ‘‘But you nec-

y become involved with some-
thing like this."

Different Life Style,
Different Expectations

Housed in a ramshackle Chelsea
brownstone, the Gay Men’s Health
Crisis is a clutter of people, desks, file

cabinets, ringing telephones and an
always-busy computer.

The group was started two years
ago by six men who had lost friends to
the disease and who were worried
about the lack of services for AIDS
victims. It has become a sophisti-
cated social-service organization
with growing political power,12 paid
staff members, an 8-member board
of directors, 500 male and female
volunteers, and a 1984 budget of

“Their Lives are Shattered”

“AIDS pointed up the inequitable
status of gays,’’ said Rodger McFar-
lane, the group’s 28-year-old director
““We were forced to take care of our-
selves because we learned that if you
have certain diseases, certain life
styles, you can’t expect the same
services as other parts of society.”

Members of the organization repre-
sent a broad spectrum, from judges
and bankers and playwrights to stu-
dents and carpenters and bartenders.
Most have never been active in volun-
teer work before. They are drawn by
amatter of life and death.

“It’s ugly work,”” Mr. McFarlane
said. ‘‘When persons with AIDS come
to us, their lives are shattered and
their heads are twisted. They've just
been given the devastating news that
they have a disease that’s probably
fatal with a stigma the size of Man-
hattanattached toit.”

“They've usually been fired from
their jobs and kicked out of their
apartments,’” he added. ““Often, their
lovers have abandoned them. They
feel like lepers. They don’t know the
ropes through the traditional social-
service agencies and they’'re much
100 sick to pursue that route anyway
They’re just a mess."

“We're there primarily to hand-
hold and troubleshoot,” Mr. McFar-
lane said, “‘and help these people get
some control over their lives."

According to the latest statistics re-
leased by the Centers for Disease
Control in Atlanta, the AIDS crisis
continues at a steady rate. Nation-
wide, about eight people a day are
diagnosed as having AIDS. A total of
2,803 cases have been reported, and of
those, 1,146, or 41 percent, have died
The death rate is close to 100 percent
for those who have the disease two
years or more.

Of the sufferers, 71.5 percent are
homosexual or bisexual; 17.3 percent
use drugs intravenously; 4.6 percent
are Haitians; sixth-tenths of 1 percent
are hemophiliacs, and 6 percent ap-
pear 1o fit into none of these high-risk
categories. Most victims are men.

New York City has been hardest
hit, with 1,261 cases, 38 percent of the
country’s total. Of those, 41 percent
have died.

A Crushing Caseload

Although there are no census or
other official accounts, conservative
estimates based on the work of Alfred
C. Kinsey put New York's homosex-
ual population at 350,000. City offi-
cials say they believe the number is
much higher, and homosexual lead-
ers put the figure between 1 million
and 1.5 million.

Dr. Rand Stoneburner, an epidemi-
olqglst with the city's AIDS program,
said that, although the rate of in-
crease has slowed somewhat since
last year, the number of AIDS cases
rose 48 percent in the first six months
of 1883 compared with the same time
period last year.

At the Gay Men’s Health Crisis, the
caseload has spiraled at a crushing
pace. There are ordinarily about 50
Dew cases every month. But in the
last two weeks alone there have been
45 new admissions,

The organization helps all AIDS pa-
tlents. Thirty-five percent of its case-
load is made up of people who take
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drugs intravenously, most of them
heterosexual, and three are Haitian.
Qut of a total of 420 patients the group
has helped, 63 have died

The organization runs 20 therapy
groups for AIDS patients and their
partners and families. To try to cor-
rect misconceptions about the disease
and about homosexuals, the group
sends experts to speak to hospital em-
ployees, church groups and schools.

While some homosexual activists
have criticized the organization's tac-
tic of focusing all homosexual issues
around AIDS, the group has become
an effective lobby for winning financ-
ing. With benefits and parties in
homosexual bars, the Gay Men's

Health Crisis has raised more than *

$600,000 in contributions.

It has also received a §200,000 grant
from New York State and $24,500
from the city, and the Board of Esti- |
mate recently approved a $1.2 million
contract with the American Red
Cross to recruit and train home at-
tendants for about 200 AIDS victims.
Thanks in part to Health Crisis lobby- |
ing, Federal funds for AIDS research
have jumped from $22 million to $40 !
million.

‘City Has Done Little’

But officials of the group have been
strongly critical of what they con-
sider inadequate support from Mayor
Koch and the city. ‘‘Considering the
fact that G.M.H.C. has given $16 mil-
lion worth of volunteer services this
year,” Mr. McFarlane said, “the city
has done very little.”

The speed with which the group has
grovm is reflected in its offices at 318 |
West 22d Street, between Eighth and
Ninth Avenues.

One day not long ago, a man walked
in, identified himself as a psychic
from Madrid and announced he had
iearned the cure for AIDS ina dream: |
shrimp and bananas. *‘Everybody’s
got an idea,” Mr. McFarlane said.
““Everything from zither playing to
Kundalini yoga to Jesuit priests.”

In a ground-floor office, Barry
Davidson was manning the 24-hour
hot line, which receives about 1,200
calls a week. ‘“The lesions are the size
of a dime, raised or flat, red or pur-
ple,”” he explained to a woman who
had called the number, 807-6655.
““They will show up on different parts
of the body and spread. There will be
noticeable loss of weight in a short
time and a hacking cough.”

Another caller wanted to know
about contagion. *‘It’s not spread by
casual contact,” Mr. Davidson sald.
*‘You can't get it by walking down the |
street or being in the same room Or
touching someone who has it. It
seems that there has to be intimate |
contact with bodily fluids or shared !
needles.”

In an upstairs office, Chuck Jones, |
an intake officer, pored over paper |
work. On a bulletin board next to him i
was a cartoon of a middle-aged |
woman airing her views on AIDS: |
“Good Christian people have nothing
to fear as long as we stay a million ¢
miles away from the slimy creatures -
who may have it.”

A lot of people feel that gays bave :
gotten what they deserve,” said Mr. ¢
Jones, wha is 28. *“There's a lot of hos-

-tility."” {

Mr. Jones assesses the needs of |
new cases to see what sort of services &
hccanoﬂer—-moneymbelprnyme :
rent; a buddy to shop for food; &
counselor to help them fill out forms

Mctfbgaitaﬂ Report
a Lonely Siege

Volunteers who work with
AIDS victims on behalf
of the Gay Men's
Health Crisis, from
left: Chuck

Jones; Rodger
McFarlane, the
group's director;
Kenny Weinberg,

and David
Richardson.

to get welfare, Medicaid or Social Se- ===

curity disability funds; a lawyer to
help them make a will, transfer an in-
surance policy to a lover or fight an
eviction notice.

“‘My gut turns over when I talk to
somebody on the phone and they die
before I can even send a counselor
over there,” Mr. Jones said. ‘‘One
week 1 had three people die within 10
days. I was just sitting in the chair
kind of vibrating. I used to cry. Now
there are no more tears.”

Doing Errands While
Preparing for Worst

The buddies and crisis counselors,
most of them young professionals,
are, as one put it, the ‘‘Mother There-
sas of the organization.” When they
sign on, they are told not to expect a
Junior League sort of volunteerism.

““It's a heavy trip to stand there and
watch a 30-year-old person waste
away over a period of a few months,””
Mr. McFarlane said. “I've seen some
of these guys age 10 years, all of their
illusions about good intentions de-
stroyed.”

The volunteers do whatever Is nec-
essary, {rom taking orange juice in
the morning to serving as intermedi-
aries with the city’s social-service
agencies. They clean apartments, do
laundry, make dinner, pick up pre-
scriptions, mail rent checks, walk
dogs, take their patients to doctor’s
appointments and simply keep them
company.

*““You come to a total stranger and
suddenly announce, “‘I'm yours,'”
said David Richardson, a magazine
news editor. “My client watches
gz‘?n;s:ew 1 don't speak Spanish,

i wants to watch Spanish TV,
that's what we do.”

This feature article and the
editorial preceding it are
reprinted with the kind per-
mission of the New York
Times Co,

Victims Ask, ‘Why Me?’
Sometimes, there are suicides. Al-

usﬁ.ng “Your client may be hos-
tile,” said Joanne Tamm, 33, a psy-
chiatric nurse at Cabrini Hospital
who works for the group in her spare
time, “They want to know, ‘Why me?’
1f someone says thank you, you're
luc.ky..And, after all your work, they
may die."

Miss Tamm is one of the 50 or so
y‘o!umeers who Are heterosexual.

I'm not gay but I have good friends
who ;ln! gayi:;e:;; she said. “These
people are g dying.
el ying. You have

The volunteers have a litany of hor-
Tor stories about the treatment of
AIDS sufferers. They tell of govern-
ment clerks who neglect AIDS cases
because they are afraid to be in the
same room to fill out forms. They tell
of nurses and orderlies in hospitals
who are so [oath to enter the rooms of
AIDS patients that they let the food
trays pile up outside the door, leave
trash baskets overflowing, or neglect
patients lying in their own urine or ex-
crement.

Diego Lopez, 35, a soft-spoken ad-
missions counselor at Hunter College
who trains Gay Men's Health Crisis
volunteers, recalled that he went to
visit a dying patient in the hospital
and discovered him with blood seep-
ing from his nose and mouth. He
quickly found a doctor and asked her
to look at the patient.

“‘She gave me the gauze and told
me to clean it up,”’ Mr, Lopez said. I
was shocked but I did it. Afterward, I
looked at my hands and there was

blood all over them. | realized I hadto

start being more careful. But when
you see a person dying, you don't
think about finding some gloves to
wear."”

‘Creeping Feeling of Fatality’

Like other volunteers, Mr. Lopez
sald he signed on because he knew
people who had died and because the
work helps him cope with his own
feelings of vulnerability.

*I'm a gay man and, all around me,
gay men are dying,’’ he said. “‘I never
expected to be dealing with questions
of mortality with my people my own
age and younger. I was a marine in
Vietnam and 1 dealt with fear. But
then we were fighting a known
enemy. With AIDS, it’s so out of con-
trol. Just by the nature of my sexual-
ity I'm at risk.”

Volunteers said it is especially diffi-
cult because their patients are spect-
ers of their own worst fears. “‘It's
strange to think that at any minute we
could become one of them,” Mr.
Richardson said. “There's a creeping
feeling of fatality. There's something
out there. I may get it or I may not.
Every morning when I shave I check
;.o see if my lymph nodes are swol-

en.””

““You eat, drink, sleep and breathe
AIDS,” he continued. “‘Once in a
while I go to the opera or the movies
just so that I don’t think about it for a
couple of hours.”

‘No Success Stories’

Allan Kendric, 46, a landscape ar-
chitect from Queens, used to worry
that he had little to say to his patient,
a 30-year-old borticulturist from
Brooklyn. ‘“‘My life is so full,”” Mr.
Kendric said. *‘His whole experience
is sitting in his bed in his lonely hospi-
tal room.""

. On one recent vidit, as the two sat
silently, the young man asked Mr.
Kendric softly: *Can you hold me for
a minute? Nobody ever holds me any-
more.”

‘‘That just made me cry,” Mr. Ken-
d.ric recalled, his voirc?e’ breaking.
*“This person has the same needs you
and I do. It was so pathetic.”

On Nov. 10, the young man died.

“There are no success stories,”
said Mitchell Cutler, 32, a dealer in
rare books who runs the pro-
gram. “‘Sometimes I think if | hear
about one more sick person I'll go

A New Maturity
Among Homosexuals

Paved with AIDS fatalities, the fast
lape became unfashionable for a
time. There was a trend toward con-
servatism in the city’s once-libertar.
ian homosexual community.

The New York Times / Marilynn K. Yee

But with the crisis going into its
third year and no cure in sight, homo-
sexual leaders have detected a back-
lash of apathy. “The numbers of peo-
ple going to gay bars and baths is in-
creasing again and that's depress-
ing,” Mr. Lopez said. ‘‘Those
are insane. How many more people
will get sick before there are not
enough of us to help them? How many
more will have to die before they stop
functioning with their libido and start
functioning with their intellect?”’

Mr. Lopez and many others, how-
ever, have remained conservative
and have developed more serious
relationships.

*I'm not as active anymore outof a
sense of self-preservation,’’ Mr. Rich-
ardson said. ‘‘But it took AIDS to
make some of us realize, the health
issue apart, that that life style was
pretty empty anyway."

Professionals Drawn Qut

Kenny Weinberg, a 33-year-old
sportswear merchandiser, agreed.
“‘Gay men in New York have realized
there's more than superficial sex,
lBl:.mm'mgdale's and upward mobil-
ty.""

Homosexual leaders talked of an-
other positive result of the crisis,
They said it has drawn many young
professionals out of the closet. One
such case is Dr. Ken Wein, 34, a pﬁ-
chologist who works as the clinical di-
rector of the Gay Men's Health Crisis.

I wouldn't have put myself on the
line before,” Dr. Wein said. “AIDS fi-
nally strenghtened my will to con-
front my , who was biased
against gays, and quit a job at a hos-~
pital where 1 worked. You get en-
raged at the feeling that the world
thinks you're disposable because
you're gay.’

On the whole, homosexual leaders
agreed, the community has devel-
oped a new maturity in coping with
the AIDS crisis. ““We're more respon-
sible,’”” said Larry Kramer, a writer
and one of the organization's found-
ers. ‘“Everyone realizes now that
homosexuality is defined by more
than what you do sexually. Being gay
is a cultural tradition, a heritage to be
proud of.”

Ona sunnyaltemoonnotlonaa?&
Mr. Kramer sat in his spacious Fi!
Avenue apartment in Greenwich Vil-
lage. The apartment was decorated
with pictures of the actress Glenda
Jackson in ‘“Women in Love,” a film
Mr. Kramer produced and wrote.

From his bookcase, he pulled a
small green notebook in which he has
logged 37 names of friends who have
died. ‘I heard about Vinny on Satur-
day,” he said. ‘‘Ron is a black actor |
know. Paul, a pianist. Gayle went 10
Yale with me. Ron Doud, the desi
of Studio 54. Mark, | was ved
with a long time ago. Peter, an archi-
tect.”

Mr. Kramer stopped his litan:
hands clenched tightly
notebook.

“Can’t something be done?" he
asked. ““The rest of the city, my
straight friends, go on with life as
dcmml and I'm in the middle of an epi-

o™

_"WLe're dying,"” he u!d “Why Is

, his
the

this happ ? it we
loved each other too much or not
enough? I just don't know."*
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Aidés for AIDS

‘*When persons with AIDS come to
us, their lives are shattered and their
heads twisted,” says Rodger McFar-
lane. “‘They've usually been fired
from their jobs and kicked out of their
apartments. Often, lovers have aban-
doned them. They feel like lepers.”

Mr. McFarlane Is director of Gay
Men's Health Crisis, a group that as-
signs volunteers to help victims of
AIDS, the immune system disorder
that mostly attacks homosexual men
and intravenous drug users. Besides
the disease, AIDS victims must en-
dure rejection by people who fear, er-
roneously, that AIDS Is spread by
slight contact.

The volunteers help their clients
cope — clean the apartment, run er-
rands, walk the dog. At the hospital,
the volunteer may have to stand in for
nurses and orderlles afrald to enter
the victim’s room

Gay Men's Health Crisls helps all
AIDS victims, many of whom are
heterosexual drug users. It has
looked after 420 patlents, of whom 63
have died. Its volunteers raerit praise
for their care and steadfastness.

1983 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted by permission.

Dear Friend,

| know you have taken an interest in the health crisis brought on by AIDS. | am sending you a reprint of a recent
article in The New York Times to give you an idea of the tasks facing us in 1984.

Over the past year we have seen the workload at GMHC expand at an almost unbelievable pace. Over the past
eighteen months we have served almost 500 patients; over the past few weeks we have been receiving 30 referrals
of brand-new patients a week. Last year we talked to doctors individually on the special problems of AIDS patients;
over the past year we have run 75 seminars across New York State for doctors and lay people Today we have
more than 500 active volunteers —all of them trained and working in vital areas. To sum up what we're doing: We will
administer over $7 millon worth of volunteer time on counseling, lobbying governments, buying groceries,
distributing emergency financial aid, chiding the media, visiting hospitals, investigating research and generally
providing a shoulder to lean on—and that means doing a hundred other things few others are doing

Early in 1984, there will be 3,000 people with AIDS, and perhaps as many as 30,000 more who are entering the
early stages of the syndrome. Our 1984 budget, which | sent you a few months ago, already s inadequate,
obviously, if we are to go on providing services to all those who need them. We want to continue to fund medical
research; in 1983 alone we have granted $150,000 to this effort. And we want to continue our expanding
educational efforts to help prevent the rise of new cases. This program involves our 24-hour hotiine, the National
Gay Task Force's nationwide hotline, the Community Health Project. as well as thousands of GMHC's own
publications sent all over the world.

With your generous donation, we will continue all these programs that have won a new recognition, a new
pride for us all. We're prepared to keep fighting. to build on that pride. Keep fighting with us. As the year begins,
after so many have lost so much, help give strength to the world.

Rodger McFarlane,
Executive Director
Gay Men's Health Crisis

prt filed with epartment o wd by weitng to New York Stata Depariment of State, Oftice of Chartes
or to GMHC ,Box 274 132 V

Prepared by the Department of Education of Gay Men's Health Crisls, Federico Gonzalez, Director.
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